For  nearly  a century,  the  Original 
Governor’s  Mansion  has  stood  as  a 
symbol  of  Helena’s  wealth  and 
political  prominence.  In  1888, 
entrepreneur  William  A.  Chessman 
built  the  home  for  his  wife  Penelope 
and  their  two  children.  After  1900, 
railroad  contractor  Peter  Larson  and 
his  wife  Margaret  resided  in  the 
house,  followed  in  1911  by  Hatfield 
and  Kathryn  Conrad  of  the  influential 
Conrad  family  of  Great  Falls. 

The  State  of  Montana  acquired  the 
handsome  brick  mansion  in  1913  to 
serve  as  the  first  official  governor’s 
residence.  During  nearly  half  a 
century,  Montana’s  governors  and 
their  families  lived  here,  beginning 
with  Samuel  V.  Stewart  and  ending 
with  J.  Hugo  Aronson. 

The  Original  Governor’s  Mansion 
Restoration  Board  began  to  restore 
the  building  in  1969  with  the 
support  of  the  City  of  Helena.  Today 
the  Montana  Historical  Society 
administers  the  Mansion  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Restoration  Board. 
Guided  tours  offer  the  opportunity 
to  explore  a part  of  Montana’s  and 
Helena’s  past. 


Original  Governor’s 
Mansion 

304  North  Ewing 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Admission  is  free 
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Original  Governor’s 
Mansion 

304  No.  Ewing 


Tour  Schedule: 

Tuesday- Saturday 
noon  to  5 p.m. 
Tours  begin 
on  the  hour. 

Memorial  Day 
through  Labor  Day: 

Tuesday-Sunday 
noon  to  5 p.m. 
Tours  begin 
on  the  hour. 


Group  tours  by  appointment  only. 

For  information  or  group  reservations,  call 
the  Montana  Historical  Society,  (406)444-2694. 
The  Mansion  is  closed  January  through  March. 
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The  Original  Governor’s 
Mansion  has  enjoyed  both  a 
private  and  a public  role  in  the 
history  of  Montana  and  its 
capital  city.  From  1888  until 
1959,  the  Ewing  Street 
residence  was  home  for  three 
consecutive  private  owners, 
followed  by  a succession  of  nine 
official  families.  The  history  of 
the  Mansion  is  as  much  a history 
of  these  people  as  it  is  of  a 
building. 

For  the  Chessman 
family,  their  new 
Queen  Anne -style 
house  reflected 
William  Chessman’s 
wealth  and  influence 
in  the  Helena 
community.  Thanks  to 
his  success  and  the 
work  of  their  servants, 
the  Chessmans  led  the 
comfortable  domestic 
life  expected  of  the 
well-to-do  Victorian 


Mrs.  Penelope  Chessman  (above  right)  with  daughter 
Susan  ( below ) and  niece  Penelope  Cuthbert  ( above  left ) 
and  two  photographers  taking  a picture  of  the  family’s 
cat  in  the  late  1890s. 


"Interior  Hallway  of  the  Chessman  Residence,  "Helena 
Illustrated,  1890. 

family.  Though  financial  difficulties 
forced  the  Chessmans  to  give  up 
this  style  of  life,  the  Larsons  and 
the  Conrads  continued  the  pattern 
of  affluence  into  the  1900s. 


Emily,  Leah,  and 
Marjorie  Stewart  ( l-r ) 
in  the  Mansion  yard, 
c.  19 15- Marjorie  later 
recalled,  "We  loved  to 
play  outside  and  there 
were  many  children 
in  the  neighborhood. 
However,  we  always 
had  to  dress  up  which 
annoyed  us  no  end. " 


All  photographs  are 
from  the  Montana 
Historical  Society. 


The  dining  room  in 
1913,  shortly  after 
the  arrival  of  Gov- 
ernor Stewart  and  his 
family.  Today  this  is 
the  room  which  most 
closely  resembles  its 
original  appearance. 


Theodore  Johnson,  shown  here  at  the  Mansion 
in  1916,  lived  and  worked  at  the  house  with 
his  parents,  Eleanor  and  Charles  Johnson. 


Throughout  its  history,  the 
occupants  of  the  Mansion  have 
changed  frequently.  The  Mansion 
itself  has  changed  less  than  its 
residents;  the  structure  was  left 
intact  and  the  furnishings  were 
updated  only  partially  over  the  years. 
The  appearance  of  the  building  today 
is  much  as  it  was  during  the 
Mansion’s  years  of  prominence. 


W hen  the  private 
home  became  an  official 
residence  in  1913,  the 
families  were  from 
Montana’s  elite,  again 
supported  by  a staff  of 
servants.  Politics  was  an 
important  element  of 
domestic  life.  Occupants 
relied  on  state  funding  to 
run  their  household  and 
used  their  residence  for 
political  functions  as  well 
as  for  the  family  home. 


Govemorjohn  E.  Erickson  ( right ) with  friends  at 
the  Mansion  in  the  late  1920s. 
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